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Elizabeth was disgraced in the eyes of the world
by this affair. She had been badgered and bullied
to admit wrong-doing, and though she had escaped
from Seymour's fate she was not to be considered
innocent of blame. She was sent to Hatfield,
almost as a prisoner and definitely in disgrace.
She fell ill from the agonies of suspense she had
gone through, and possibly from unhappiness and
shock at the death of Thomas. She was ill for
weeks, and some people think this tragedy had
effects on her which lasted all her life, and partly
account for the dislike she later always said she
had for marriage. That we cannot know, but we
can see certain points quite clearly in this story.
Elizabeth was again and again to be in danger,
and what she was and what she did when she
was fifteen showed exactly what she would always
be and do. She could not be frightened; she
would keep her nerve, and however desperate
matters might be she would give nothing away,
and she would wait in patience for better days.
She would " keep silence " and rely on her own
strength.